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Abstract

This article attempts to analyze how Iranian hosts and Afghan refugees are represented
in the literary work "Awar-e Bi-Khorshid" by Mohammad Hadi Mohammadi, using
postcolonial theory. The main question of this study is: what messages are conveyed
through the depiction of Afghan refugees in the narrative of "Awar-e Bi-Khorshid," and
what role does this portrayal play in constructing a new identity for Afghans in contrast
to the Iranian "Others"? The hypothesis of this research is that the portrayal of Buman,
an Afghan child laborer, in Mohammadi’s narrative is reflected more prominently in the
narratives of Afghan writers as well. These narratives emphasize Afghanistan’s and
Iran’s differing identities, races, languages, cultures, and histories, and attempt to
highlight their distinctions while also addressing the marginalized position of Afghan
migrants. These stories give voice to the marginalized Afghan refugee community,
enabling them not only to counter opposing narratives but also to invert this subordinate
portrayal and speak about their cultural, historical, and natural advantages. Their power
of speech and storytelling has influenced Iranian writers’ perceptions as well, prompting
them to produce their own works within such a discursive space.
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