Asian Culture and Art Studies, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)
Biannual Journal, Vol. 2, No. 1, Spring and Summer 2023, 43-68
https://www.doi.org/10.30465/acas.2020.5328

Analytical study of the talking tree motif in Persian and Arabic
versions of Qazwini's Wonders of Creation
(Aja'ib al-makhliigat wa ghara'ib al-mawjuadat)
depicted in India

Seyed Reza Hoseini’

Fatemeh Heidari™

Abstract

The increase of some ritual and mythical concepts about trees has tied them to specific
meanings and beliefs. One of these trees is the talking tree, which has a long history and
has a wide presence in the art of different ethnic groups in the world, especially in
Eastern cultures such as India. The aim of this study was to analyze the visual
characteristics and visual qualities of the talking tree motif in Persian and Arabic
versions of Qazwini's Wonders of Creation (Aja'ib al-makhliigat wa ghara'ib al-
mawjidat) depicted in India and to analyze their similarities and differences.
Accordingly, the research questions are: 1- What are the visual qualities used in the
talking tree motif in the Persian and Arabic versions of Qazwini's Wonders of Creation
depicted in India? 2- What are the aspects of similarities and differences in the talking
tree motif in Persian and Arabic versions of Qazwini's Wonders of Creation depicted in
India? The research method is descriptive-analytic and the data are collected using
library resources. The statistical population of this research includes 11 images of six

versions of Persian and Arabic Qazwini's Wonders of Creation.
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Talking Tree , Painting.
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