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Abstract

Persian language is regarded as one of the most prominent components of Iranian
identity. The Persian script is a shared script and a unifying factor, serving as a means of
communication among Iranians. This language also plays a special role in fostering
cohesion within the cultural groundwork and realizing a national identity. The influence
of Persian language and literature as the most prominent cultural element among us and
the Iranian cultural sphere, especially Afghanistan and Tajikistan, has remained largely
unrecognized. Examining and understanding the backgrounds and potentials of this
common element—namely language—in strengthening cultural identity, beliefs, shared
values, and attitudes over time and across generations plays a fundamental role. Values
derived from the components of Iranian-Islamic identity, which are part of both Islamic
culture and Iranian cultural elements, are part of our identity manifested in Persian
literature. This study aims to examine the historical basis of shared cultural identity with
the countries within the Iranian cultural sphere, exploring the quality of this
phenomenon, related issues, ways of promoting integration and the obstacles faced.
Addressing this matter among countries within the Iranian cultural sphere is a necessity
due to cultural commonalities and bonds, which require greater attention. The focus of
this research is on Afghanistan and Tajikistan. This paper attempts to highlight the
importance and necessity of such a work by looking at the historical context of shared
cultural identity with countries within the Iranian cultural sphere (especially Tajikistan
and Afghanistan), discussing related issues, possibilities, and barriers ahead.
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