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Abstract

Comparative literature is one of the most practical tendencies in modernliterature to
study and study the similarities and differences of literaryworks of different cultures .
khayyam 'sthoughts are among the issuesthat have influenced the mind and type of
many writers and literary men. one of those who have reflected in his works is william
shakespeare .the present article aims at studying the similarities between khayyamand
shakespeare using descriptive analytical method and relying onthe american school of
comparative literature to explore the similaritiesbetween khayyam and shakespeare .
the results of the study indicatethat the amazement and bewilderment and pessimism of
shakespeare, like khayyam , are born in convulsions and insecurity of the socialsituation
which has undergone changes in religious view . they see bothhumans in the universe of
ghosts and images that come without a goalwithout a destination . another common
thought is the invalidity of the world and the lack of trust in it . khayyam has repeatedly
mentionedwhat credit the world has. shakespeare also has a similar thought
withkhayyam,; the invalidity of the world can be clearly seen in his plays ,especially
hamlet and macbeth . the hadith of death and the impotenceof mankind against that
view of khayyam to life is a bad idea . the battlewith the fate in shakespeare, especially
in hamlet , is identical to the thought of khayyam.
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